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CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 5388 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PINT, EAIR, MILI, PN, PQ, BL 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED HARASSMENT OF PANAMANIAN HELICOPTER BY U.S. 
PLANES 

REF: PANAMA 5371 

1 . U.S. MILITARY GROUP AIR FORCE SECTION CHIEF HAS REVIEWED 
TAPE OF INCIDENT SUPPLIED BY THE FAA. CONVERSATIONS 
BETWEEN HELICOPTER PILOT, FAA CONTROLLER AND A-7 
PILOTS CONFIRM PRELIMINARY FAA VERSION REPORTED REFTEL. 

TAPE RECORDING INCLUDES A STATEMENT BY THE PANAMANIAN 
PILOT THAT THE TWO FIGHTERS PASSED BY HIM AT A DISTANCE OF 
ONE-HALF MILE. 

2. AIR FORCE SECTION CHIEF MET WITH PANAMANIAN AIR FORCE 
CHIEF PURCELL AT LATTER'S REQUEST THIS MORNING TO DISCUSS 
THE INCIDENT. PURCELL WAS UNFAMILIAR WITH THE DETAILS 

OF THE INCIDENT AND EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE INFORMATION 
PROVIDED BY U.S. ACCORDING TO PURCELL, PILOT REPORTED 
THE INCIDENT TO THE PRESS WITHOUT HIS (PURCELL'S) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 05388 272233Z 

KNOWLEDGE. 

3. FAA'S BALBOA CONTROL CENTER RECEIVED A REQUEST 
THIS MORNING FROM THE PANAMANIAN CIVIL AVIATION 
OFFICE FOR A TAPE RECORDING OF THE INCIDENT. FAA 
WASHINGTON AGREED TO PROVIDE THE TAPE, SUBJECT TO 
THE AMBASSADOR'S APPROVAL. AFTER REVIEWING THE TAPE, 
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IT WAS DECIDED TO GIVE THE PANAMANIANS A COPY IN 
ORDER TO CLARIFY THE ALLEGED INCIDENT. 

4. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED NO FORMAL COMMUNICATION ABOUT THE 
INCIDENT FROM THE GOP. SOUTHCOM PRESS RELEASE ON THE 
INCIDENT WILL BE CABLED SEPARATELY. 

JORDEN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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